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North Fork Enters into Project Labor Agreement for Construction of Proposed Development

Hundreds of jobs to be created in building and construction trades

MADERA, Calif., September 6, 2005 – Today the North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians (“Tribe”) and the Fresno, Madera, Kings and Tulare Counties Building and Construction Trades Council ("Council") will enter into a project labor agreement for the Tribe’s construction of the proposed resort casino and hotel project in Madera County.  

“With more than 700 construction jobs needed to build this development,” says John Hutson, Financial Secretary/Treasurer of the Council, “the opportunity to reduce unemployment levels in Madera County can only have a positive impact on the community at large. This agreement provides hope through employment so those working in the local building and construction trades can comfortably support themselves and their families with hundreds of good jobs with living wages and benefits.”

The agreement reflects the Tribe’s commitment to working in partnership with labor and other community groups to ensure that the resort is built to the highest industry standards and that the hundreds of jobs needed to construct the facility provide fair wages and benefits as well as a safe working environment. 

“In the spirit of collaboration and bettering the lives of all Madera County residents, we are excited to enter into this partnership with the Council,” said Elaine Bethel-Fink, the North Fork Mono Rancheria Tribal Chairperson. “Our commitment to providing economic development opportunities that serves the county and its people will start here – with the construction phase of the project.”
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The North Fork Rancheria project is an economic development plan for a gaming and entertainment resort to be built on 55 acres in rural Madera County, within the Tribe’s ancestral land.  The project is distinguished by its strong local support, its emphasis on collaboration, its adherence to the spirit and letter of the law and its goal of improving the lives of all Madera County residents.

The Building and Construction Trades are a four-county collection of over 20 construction unions that have the same interest in their community that the Tribe does. This council is pleased and proud to assist Native Americans in any way they can.
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