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North Fork Indian Housing Authority (NFRIHA) Programs

North Fork Indian Housing Authority (NFRIHA) annually receives funding to assist Tribal citizens in establishing and maintaining a comfortable standard of living through various programs of housing assistance. Programs available are as follows: 

· Soft Second Loans for Purchase or Construction of a New Home

· Home Rehabilitation

· Housing Improvement Program from the BIA

· Home Ownership Education Counseling

Soft Second Loans for Purchase or Construction of a New Home

Soft Second Loans will be available for $40,000 - $70,000 to construct or purchase a new home in Fresno and Madera Counties. Soft Second Loans are loans that do not require monthly payments during the life of the loan. If the house is sold or rented in the first 10 years of ownership the full amount of the loan is due at the time that the home is sold or rented.  If the house is sold or rented after the first 10 years the loan is forgiven at the rate of 10% per year. 

Example

Sold in years after ownership
Formula
Loan Repayment

10

$70,000

11
90%($70,000) =
$63,000

12
80%($70,000) =
$56,000

13
70%($70,000) =
$49,000

20
0%($70,000) =
$0

All NFRIHA housing assistance programs are designed to achieve a goal that household housing expenses should not exceed 30% of the total household income.  

Eligibility 

All applicants for funding must meet the requirements set by HUD and the NFRIHA.  All projects that are funded must be in Fresno or Madera Counties. 

Applicants must be:

· Tribal Citizens, or a Non-Tribal Citizen who is a head of household parent with custody of Tribal Citizen children 

· At least 18 years of age  

· Total household income not exceeding the maximum annual income limits as shown in the chart below 

Family Size
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Total Income
$32,500
$37,100
$41,800

$46,400
$50,100
$53,800
$57,550
$61,250

New Home Construction on Owners Lot in Fresno or Madera Counties

If the applicant is approved the following will take place:

· Applicant must show proof of ownership of private or allotment land 

· NFRIHA provides a Soft Second Loan that is a minimum of $40,000 and a maximum of $70,000.  The Loan amount will be the amount required to reduce the monthly housing payments to 30% of the total household income

· Applicant obtains Loan for remainder of cost with payments that do not exceed 30% of total household income

· Home is constructed

Purchase of Existing Home in Fresno or Madera Counties

If the applicant is approved the following will take place:

· Inspection of the home that is proposed to be purchased

· NFRIHA provides a Soft Second Loan that is a minimum of $40,000 and a maximum of $70,000.  The Loan amount will be the amount required to reduce the monthly housing payments to 30% of the total household income

· Applicant obtains Loan for remainder of cost with payments that do not exceed 30% of total household income

· Home is purchased

WAH-UP WEH TU  New Homes

Currently NFRIHA is planning the construction of six new houses west of road 222 near down town North Fork.  These 3 Bedroom with a den homes have an estimated cost of approximately $160,000, and will be for sale to eligible applicants. 

If the applicant is approved the following will take place:

· NFRIHA provides $70,000 Soft Second Loan

· Applicant obtains Loan for remainder of cost with payments not to exceed 30% of total household income

· Home is purchased

Home Rehabilitation in North Fork Area

Emergency improvements:

· Homeowners with repairs for conditions that pose an imminent threat to the health and safety of the occupants

· Up to $2,500 for home repairs

· No environmental approval needed 

Minor Rehabilitations:

· Homeowners, or renters who have written permission from owner, that need safety, weatherization, or sanitation repairs

· Renters will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis and require Housing Commissioners approval

· Up to $2,500 for home repairs

· Requires Federal Environmental approval

Major Rehabilitations:

· Homeowners who’s home repairs will require a significant amount of work to bring the dwelling up to code

· Up to $35,000 for home repairs  

· Homes have to be brought up to code completely with this amount of funding, if this is not possible then other forms of assistance are needed

· Requires Federal Environmental approval

Housing Improvement Program for Madera and Fresno Counties

The Housing Improvement Program (HIP) is a home repair, renovation, and replacement grant program funded by the Bureau of Indian Affairs and administered by the NFRIHA.  To be eligible for HIP assistance, you must be a Tribal Citizen applying for assistance in Fresno or Madera counties, have no immediate resource for standard housing, have not received assistance after October 1, 1986 for repairs and renovation, replacement housing, down payment assistance, have not acquired your present housing through a federally sponsored housing program, and have an income that does not exceed 125% of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Poverty Guidelines that are displayed in the chart below. If the applicant request assistance outside of NFRIHA service area, and has all of the other necessary requirements they can work directly with the BIA.   

125% of 2005 DHHS Poverty Guidelines

Family Size
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
Each additional add

Total Income
$11,962
$16,037
$20,112
$24,187
$28,262
$32,337
$36,412
$40,487
$4,075

HIP has three sections for which it funds:

· Interim Improvements provides up to $2,500 in housing repairs for conditions that threaten the health and safety of the occupants.

· Repairs and Renovation provides up to $35,000 in repairs and renovation to improve the condition of a homeowner’s dwelling to meet applicable building code standards.

· Replacement Housing or New Home provides a modest replacement home if a homeowners dwelling cannot be brought to applicable building code standards, or a new home.  If you do not own a home, you may also be eligible if you are the owner or leaseholder of land suitable for housing and the lease is for not less than 25 years at the time assistance is received.

Applications and Ranking

All request for assistance require a new or updated application to be filed annually, which can be obtained at the NFRIHA office. All NFRIHA programs applications will be accepted on a confidential basis and then scored and ranked by the same criteria. Priority will be given to the NFRIHA Priority List 1st Group dated August 2, 2000. 

There is a separate application and ranking system for the HIP grant.  The application can be obtained at the NFRIHA office, and once filled out can be returned here for review and submittal. Pending applications have to be updated annually. 

The ranking process of the HIP emphasizes funding the very neediest of the needy.  Competition is on a region wide basis and only the top scores in the region will get funded for their housing needs. NFRIHA will conduct a Saturday workshop in July that will review the program and help Tribal Citizens prepare their applications for housing assistance.

Home Ownership Education Counseling 

NFRIHA is committed to helping Tribal Citizens acquire and maintain a comfortable standard of living through home purchasing, home construction and renovation.  This goal can be accomplished through properly educating Tribal Citizens about the home buying process, mortgage lending, home maintenance, and credit counseling. All of these services will be available to Tribal Citizens upon request. 

A home is the foundation of a family and learning to better one’s home is valuable information that will bring wonderful results. NFRIHA is committed to helping Tribal Citizens establish a strong home.  We are here to help so call the housing office or stop by and we will discuss the options that are best for the situation. 

Please call the Assistant Indian Housing Director Jed Davis at (559) 877-7360 for an appointment.  
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