Environmental Protection Department Staff

Environmental Director – Mary Adelzadeh 

Mary Adelzadeh is a native of northern Arizona. Mary’s Navajo upbringing and strong interest in the environment led her to pursue a B.S. in Environmental Biology and Management from the University of California, Davis. Immediately after graduation, Mary began work in the non-profit sector, first, with the federal Bureau of Land Management as a training coordinator for team-taught workshops on community-based collaborative resource management and community volunteerism. The workshops focused on improving intergroup relations, civic engagement, and collaboration among resource-dependent communities, environmentalists, and public land managers throughout the West. More recently, Mary worked as a community organizer for an environmental and social justice organization in Nevada, where she focused on bringing federal land management agencies, private mining interests, and Native Americans together to shape government policy regarding the impact of mining on ancestral Indian lands and scared sites. 

Mary’s recently received a Master’s degree in Resource Policy and Behavior, with an emphasis on collaboration and conflict management, from the School of Natural Resources and Environment at the University of Michigan. As a graduate student, Mary was engaged in participatory research with the Washoe tribe of Nevada and California to examine the implementation of a "co-management agreement" established between the tribe, whose original land base was lost through encroachment, and the US Forest Service. The implementation of the co-management agreement allows not only access to ancestral lands but also the restoration of traditional uses, so it is more reflective of tribal needs and culture. Mary’s career goal is to help protect and restore ecosystems while preserving Native American values and customs associated with the land. Mary hopes to achieve this by developing avenues to reintegrate traditional knowledge into land management practices.

Environmental Specialist – Derek Hitchcock 

Derek comes from Nevada City, CA at the far northern end of Highway 49.  Located in the Yuba River watershed in the western slope of the Sierra Nevada, the natural surroundings are very similar to North Fork and Derek therefore feels immediately at home in the area.  

Derek has an educational background in ecology, and brings a decade of experience working with communities on environmental issues around the globe to his work with the Rancheria.  He most recently returned from 2 years in southern Africa managing a project on the sustainable management of the Okavango River, and has also worked in Thailand, Central America, Russia and South Korea.  Derek feels very fortunate to have the opportunity to work with the North Fork Mono, and shares a deep connection to the foothills and mountains of the Sierra Nevada.   

Environmental Assistant – Patty Evans 

Patty is a tribal member and a life long resident of the Central Valley. Patty brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to the Environmental Protection Department. As the Environmental Assistant, Patty oversees the cultural monitoring program. In addition she solicits community support, provides outreach, and volunteer coordination for department initiatives. In her life outside of work, Patty is a mother of four very active boys.
