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Madera County Community and Business Leaders Launch Coalition in Support of North Fork Development

MADERA, Calif., August 15, 2005 — Seeing a need to provide balance and reason to the commentary around the proposed North Fork destination resort project, Madera business and community leaders today announced the formation of the Business Coalition for Building a Better Madera.  

The Coalition is a group of independent members of the business community who envision a vital and economically strong Madera and support development that will help achieve that vision.   

 “The reason we support the North Fork development project is because of the enormous economic and employment opportunities it will have for city and county residents,” said Gary Svanda, co-chair of the Coalition and former Madera City Council member.  “We believe this project offers the community a rare economic opportunity that can have the largest impact on regional growth of any project over the last 20 years, including the creation of significantly more jobs than any proposed retail or industrial project.”

Co-chaired by Svanda and Herman Perez, former director of the Madera County Workforce Development Office, the Coalition will promote the crucial role the North Fork development will play in the transformation of the region into an attractive and prosperous tourist area and articulate the sound reasons for the community to support the project.
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“The Coalition will provide an independent voice in support of the economic engine that will drive development in the City and County of Madera – the proposed North Fork destination resort project,” said Perez.

“We appreciate and welcome the support of the business community and value their recognition of the positive impact our project can have on the area.” said Elaine Bethel Fink, North Fork Mono Rancheria Tribal Chairperson.  “We look forward to working with them to make this development a reality.”

In addition to Svanda and Perez, there are currently 15 Coalition members. 


“It may sound corny,” said Coalition member Butch Ricketts, speaking on behalf of many of his Coalition colleagues, “but the reason I joined is simply for the betterment of my community.”
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